THE WESTMINSTER REVIEW

STARTED in 1824 to represent Radical opinions, the Westminster
was associated, in its palmy days, with such Ci persons of
importance " as George Eliot, George Henry Lewes, and J. S.
Mill, retaining to the present moment an isolated preference
for the expression of unconventional, and often outre opinions.
It has always been somewhat fanatical and, now that really
distinguished writers seldom enter its pages, has become
associated, in the general view, with the promotion of fads.

JOHN STUART MILL
(1806-1873)

THOUGH Mill's principle work was of a highly expert and
technical nature, he had the rare power of conveying accurate
expressions of sound thoughts in popular language ; and he was
conspicuous for the moral fervour of his opinions in practical
politics. His fascinating autobiography is absolutely sincere,
and very copious, in its revelations. It has been said,
moreover, that he was " more at pains to conceal his
originality " than " most writers are to set forth " this quality :
and it was this characteristic which inspired his broad-minded
conduct of the London Review, soon incorporated with the
Westminster, which, after ten years as a contributor, he edited
from 1834, and owned from 1837 until 1840. Here he made
" a noble experiment to endeavour to combine opposites,
and to maintain a perpetual attitude of sympathy with hostile
opinions/' It was officially, the organ of Utilitarianism ;
but articles were frequently inserted requiring the editorial
caveat. It was the friend of liberty in every shape and form.
In a philosophic writer whose style was admittedly always
literary, it is of special interest to notice that he so frequently
chose a volume of poetry to review himself : and no better
example of this work can be found than the following critique
of Tennyson, which, again, may be most profitably compared
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